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ish-born, thus undermining the social loyalty of the Creoles ; but 
the crowning blunder was the expulsion of the Jesuits and the 
consequent withdrawal of a salutary influence, — a step that 
estranged the Indians, who made up the larger part of the pop- 
ulation. The bad effects of this, however, might have been 
outgrown by a more homogeneous society (a similar measure the 
people of Japan have never had reason to regret), or if there 
had been even an elementary knowledge of economics anywhere 
in administrative circles strong enough to make itself effective 
in bringing about the much needed- reforms. Premature upris- 
ings, plots betrayed, increasing unrest could but follow, which, 
meeting with other streams of anti-governmental feeling, re- 
sulted in the complete separation of the South American pos- 
sessions from the Spanish crown. The book is very readable 
and should be a pleasant means of adding to the general knowl- 
edge of that South America which is still so little known in the 
United States. Not the least valuable feature of the book is 
the good index. J. B. E. 

American Political Ideals : Studies in the Development of Ameri- 
can Political Thought — 1865-1917. By Charles Edward Merriam. 
New York; The Macmillan Company. 1920. Pp.481. 

Readers familiar with Professor Merriam's standard work, A 
History of American Political Theories (1903), will be glad to 
welcome this continuation — a work of sound scholarship, and yet 
a veritable 'tract for the times'. Here Wilson and Roosevelt 
stand side by side in cool objective comradeship. 

Now that the American people are showing some signs of 
recovery from their recent repudiation of Woodrow Wilson, it 
may not be amiss to quote some sentences from Professor Mer- 
riam's summary of Wilson's Mere Literature (1896): — 

"Through Wilson's political theory runs an unusual note 
in American political philosophy — the reaction from the 
formal and mechanical to the human and social. 

"'I do not find that I derive inspiration, but only infor- 
mation', said he, 'from the learned historians and analysts 
of liberty, but from the sonnetteers, the poets, who speak its 
spirit and its exalted purpose — who, recking nothing of the 
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historical method, obey only the high method of their own 
hearts — what may a man not gain of courage and confidence, 
in the right way of politics? There is more of a nation's 
politics to be got out of its poetry than out of all of its 
systematic writers upon public affairs and constitutions. 
Epics are better mirrors of manners than chronicles; dramas 
often may let you into the secrets of statutes. [Compare 
Emerson's remark: "Wisdom is not to be found in meta- 
physics, but in the sonnet or the play."] It is not knowl- 
edge that moves the world, but ideals, convictions, the 
opinions or fancies that have been held or followed. Their 
primal relations are not independent of their way of living, 
and their way of thinking is the mirror of their way of 
living.'" 

Dr. Merriam is Professor of Political Science in the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. He agrees with Wilson that Lincoln was the 
"supreme American". T. P. B. 



The Employment of the Plebiscite in the Determination of 
Sovereignty. By Johannes Mattern. Baltimore : The Johns Hopkins 
Press. 1920. Pp. ix, 214. 

This timely monograph is one of the well-known Johns Hop- 
kins University Studies in Historical and Political Science. 

The purpose of the book is thus succinctly stated in the 
preface: — 

"The present study aims to estimate the evolutionary 
momentum of the doctrine actually applied, in so far as it is 
traceable through the mass of alleged or genuine precedents 
of ancient, feudal, and modern times, and to consider the 
theoretical and practical aspects of the subject from the 
point of view of international aud constitutional law in the 
light of more recent development." 

The author, who is assistant librarian at Johns Hopkins, 
records the publication of Miss Wambaugh's Monograph on Ple- 
biscites by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace after 
the present article had gone to press. Miss Wambaugh's "more 
than a thousand pages contain an historical summary, a detailed 
account of the plebiscites recorded, and a collection of docu- 
ments comprising more than two-thirds of the volume", and 



